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This event is being recorded.

Audio is now broadcasting.
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Audio is provided through your computer 
speakers. 

Your line is automatically muted.
Please type in the ALL QUESTIONS box if you require a phone connection.



Questions and Answers, Download Materials
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ALL QUESTIONS DOWNLOAD MATERIALS HERE



Customize Your Experience
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• Use the maximize arrows to 
enlarge the presentation screen 
(and the same arrows to shrink it 
back to size)

• Use the drop-down menu by the 
computer speaker icon to adjust 
and select your speakers



Type in the chat box and 
tell us where you’re 
joining from. 
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Today’s Speakers
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Vincenzo Barone 
Deputy Warden
Suffolk County Sheriff’s 
Office

Michelle N. Cleary
Senior Program Associate
Advocates for Human 
Potential

Sarah Sullivan-Kersey
Correction Unit Supervisor
Stafford Creek Corrections 
Center



Agenda

• Introductions
• What to consider when planning programming for 

veterans
• Common veteran health issues
• Strengths
• Tools and resources

• Discussion - Stafford Creek Corrections Center and 
Yaphank Correction Facility

• Q&A
• Wrap-up
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Poll # 1:

Do you have specialized veterans programming in 
your jail/prison?

a. Yes
b. No
c. It’s being considered
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New RSAT Manual 
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Includes:
• Common veterans health issues
• Military culture strengths
• Veteran treatment programming
• Post incarceration transition services
• Case examples
• Resources and tools



Learning Objectives

After completing this webinar, participants will be able to:
 Cite common health issues many veterans face

 Identify strengths of military culture

 Name 3-5 tools and/or resources to support veterans 
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Who are our veterans?
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Approximately 8% 
of the people who 
are incarcerated 
served in the 
military.

Source: Schultz, Jennifer (2017). Veterans by the Numbers. The National Conference of State Legislatures Blog; 
https://www.ncsl.org/blog/2017/11/10/veterans‐by‐the‐numbers.aspx 



Veterans and the criminal justice system

• Higher rates of mental health disorders than civilian 
adults 

• Stress of reintegration

• Homelessness 
• Veterans in prisons – 30% experienced homelessness
• Veterans in jails – 25% experienced homelessness 
• Female veterans, are 2-4 times more likely than male 

veterans to experience homelessness
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Common Veteran Health Issues
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• Chronic Pain
• More prevalent among younger veterans (post 2001)

• Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
• Physical, cognitive, emotional symptoms

• Mental Health Challenges
• Post‐Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

Common Veteran Health Issues
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• Substance Use Disorders
• 50% in justice system 
• Self medication 

• Suicide: 
•Compounding factors:

• Alcohol use
• Depression
• Chronic pain
• Prescription opioids
• Military sexual trauma

Common Veteran Health Issues (cont’d)
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Why Programming for Veterans?
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Why Establish Veterans’ Specific Programming

• Public safety
• Reduction of recidivism
• Better outcomes
• Possible tie between military service that contributed to their involvement in 

the justice system
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Military Ethos

Syracuse University’s Institute for Veterans and Military Families found:
• High levels of self-efficacy
• Quick decision-making and response time
• Resiliency
• Team-building skills
• Organizational commitment 
• Leadership ability
• Loyalty
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Poll # 2:

True or false:

The question: ‘Are you a veteran’ is an effective 
way to determine veterans status. 

a. True
b. False
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Identifying the population 

False!

• “Have you ever served in the military?” OR 
“Have you ever served in the US Armed Forces?” 
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Tools and Resources – During Incarceration
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TBI Resources

US Department of Veterans Affairs                     Ohio State University TBI Identification Method
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Trauma Resources
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US Department of Veterans Affairs 
– National Center for PTSD 

Trauma-Informed Approaches in 
Correctional Settings



RSAT Resources – SUD, MAT

Jail-based Medication-Assisted 
Treatment – Promising Practices, 

Guidelines, and Resources for the Field
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Prison/Jail Medication 
Assisted Treatment Manual 

Medication-Assisted Treatment 
for RSAT Programs for Clients 

Transitioning to and from 
Community-based Treatment 



Benefits

About VA Health Benefits

27

Veterans Justice Outreach Program



Suicide Prevention 

Beck Scale for Suicidal Ideation                        
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Suicide Screening:
The Columbia Lighthouse Project 



Other Resources

Barracks Behind Bars I and II

29

SAMHSA’s Use of MAT 
for OUD in Criminal 

Justice Settings

PsychArmor – 15 Things 
Veterans Want You to Know



Tools and Resources – Post-Incarceration
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Post-Incarceration Resources
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US Department of Veterans Affairs -
Housing

Planning for Your Release 
– a Guide for Incarcerated 

Veterans



Post-Incarceration Resources (cont’d)
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Code of Support Foundation National Military Family Association



Veterans Programming - Examples
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QUESTIONS

Speaker Contact Info:  
Michelle N. Cleary  |  mcleary@ahpnet.com

Type your questions in the Q&A box on your screen.
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE 

Download Now!
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CERTIFICATE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION

Download certificate upon 
completion of the quiz
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May 19, 2021 RSAT webinar CEH quiz link:

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6350464/May-19-2020-RSAT-Webinar-CEH

1 Continuing Education Hour 
(CEH) approved by NAADAC, the 
Association of Addiction Professionals

Pass 10-question quiz 
with 7 correct answers



http://www.rsat-tta.com

CONTACT

Stephen Keller  
RSAT TTA Coordinator   |    skeller@ahpnet.com
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