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This event is being recorded.

Audio is now broadcasting.
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Audio is provided through your computer 
speakers. 

Your line is automatically muted.
Please type in the ALL QUESTIONS box if you require a phone connection.



Questions and Answers, Download Materials
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ALL QUESTIONS DOWNLOAD MATERIALS HERE



Customize Your Experience
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• Use the maximize arrows to 
enlarge the presentation screen 
(and the same arrows to shrink it 
back to size)

• Use the drop-down menu by the 
computer speaker icon to adjust 
and select your speakers



Type in the chat box and 
tell us where you’re 
joining from. 
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Today’s Speakers
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Associate Director, Treatment Court Programs
Center for Court Innovation
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Senior Program Manager, Treatment Court Programs
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Overview of Today’s 
Session

1. National snapshot of racial and ethnic 
disparities in courts

2. Training and technical assistance 
priorities and resources

3. Introduction to Decision Points Action 
Planning framework

4. Examining the Best Practice Standards 
for Decision Points



National Snapshot

The Sentencing Project: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Download infographic

National Snapshot

https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/lifetime-likelihood-by-race.png


Racialized War on Drugs

o 1830s: alcohol (Indigenous peoples) 

o 1870s: opium (Chinese immigrants) 

o 1900s: cocaine (emancipated Black 
Americans) 

o 1930s: cannabis (Mexican immigrants) 

o 1970s: Nixon & the War on Drugs 
(poor Black Americans) 

o 1980s: Reagan & Crack (100:1 
sentencing) 

o Today: fentanyl re-scheduling 
(Black/Brown Americans)

Drug criminalization and racial disparities as of 2018 (via DPA)



“Nothing has contributed more to the systematic 
mass incarceration of people of color in the 

United States than the War on Drugs.”

–Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow (2010)



National Adult Drug Court Best Practice Standard II: Equity and 
Inclusion 
-Covers access, retention, treatment, and graduation
-Still, treatment courts have consistently produced disparate racial/ethnic 
outcomes in each area 

What we know:
-Disparities related to views on treatment, use of incentives and 
sanctions, and representation in recovery supports
-Non-white participants experience lengthier sentences after program 
termination

Source: Advancing Justice Volume I Identifying and Rectifying Racial, Ethnic, and Gender Disparities in Treatment Courts NADCP, 
2018; NDCI’s Painting the Current Picture, 2016

National Landscape: Treatment Court Disparities



Implications:
-Treatment courts are contributing to systemic health and 
legal disparities
-Treatment courts are contributing to participant, community, 
and societal harm
-These disparities are contributing to a reduction in program 
sustainability

Source: Advancing Justice Volume I Identifying and Rectifying Racial, Ethnic, and Gender Disparities in Treatment Courts NADCP, 
2018; NDCI’s Painting the Current Picture, 2016

National Landscape: Treatment Court Disparities



Federal Priorities 

Biden Drug Policy priorities:

o Racial equity

o Harm reduction

Possible federal decriminalization

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N



Center for Court Innovation: Racial & Ethnic 
Disparities TTA Strategic Planning Model

1. Assess and 
identify racial and 
ethnic disparities

2. Provide report 
and detailed 

recommendations 
based on the 
assessment

3. Review report 
data and 

recommendations 
& facilitate RED 

trainings 

4. Analyze and 
review criminal 

justice data 

5. Disseminate 
“decision points” 

action plan to 
effectuate 

change 

The Center’s RED TTA strategic planning model is a five-phase statewide model: 



Statewide Recommendations



Statewide Training





Racial Justice and Equity 



Decision Points Action 
Planning

 A framework and exercise for practitioners that 
can be used at the personal, programmatic, 
and statewide level

 This strategic planning exercise will empower
practitioners to identify “decision points,” or 
areas of change that address racial and ethnic 
disparities in court or program operations

 An identified decision point can be micro or 
macro and is based on the practitioner's 
role, responsibilities, and experience in 
treatment courts (or other field).



Guiding Questions: 

What are the opportunities in my current role to address 
racial and ethnic disparities?

Which stakeholders need to be involved?

What materials can be updated? 



Decision Points Action 
Planning



Taking a Look at the Standards:

26



Standard V: Substance Use Disorder Treatment  

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 27



Standard V: SUD Treatment  

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 28

Does your agency have a policy to incorporate and increase client voice in treatment planning?

Does your program offer a continuum of care that is culturally appropriate, and that includes peer 
support groups?

Do you regularly schedule meetings with your treatment provider to discuss staff credentialing and 
training?

Do clients have access to treatment providers in their native language? Is language access a barrier 
to treatment?



Standard V: SUD Treatment  

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 29



What is meant by culturally- “safe” or 
“responsive” treatment?

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N



Standard VI: Complementary Services 

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 31



Standard VI: Complementary Services

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 32

Does your program ensure supportive services are culturally safe, responsive, and 
trauma informed?

What is your program’s approach to overdose prevention? 

Do you consider a person’s history with and access to educational institutions, state 
social service agencies, healthcare, housing, law enforcement, and the criminal legal 
system?



Standard VI: Complementary Services 

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 33

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002969
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/addiction-101/etiology-what-causes-addiction/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232060659_Risk_Factors_Associated_with_Drug_Use_The_importance_of_'risk_environment’
https://www.brucekalexander.com/pdf/roots_addiction_2001.pdf

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002969
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/addiction-101/etiology-what-causes-addiction/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232060659_Risk_Factors_Associated_with_Drug_Use_The_importance_of_'risk_environment
https://www.brucekalexander.com/pdf/roots_addiction_2001.pdf


Standard VI: Complementary Services 

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 34



Standard VI: Complementary Services   

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 35



Standard VII: Drug & Alcohol Testing

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 36



Standard VII: Drug & Alcohol Testing

Is your program ensuring all screens for all clients are truly random and protocols are followed 
equitably?

Does your program ensure all clients are provided a review, with a confirmed understanding, 
and acceptance of testing protocols in writing at a third or fourth grade reading level?

Do clients who contest drug screens get access to counsel and a hearing on the matter?

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 37



Standard VII: Drug & Alcohol Testing

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 38



Sample Timeline
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Decision Points: Next steps…

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 40



Questions?

41



Thank You!

C E N T E R  F O R  C O U R T  I N N O V A T I O N 42



CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE 

Download Now!

43



CERTIFICATE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION

Download certificate upon 
completion of the quiz
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September 15, 2021 RSAT webinar CEH quiz link:

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6526830/September-15-2021-RSAT-Webinar-CEH

1 Continuing Education Hour 
(CEH) approved by NAADAC, the 
Association of Addiction Professionals

Pass 10-question quiz 
with 7 correct answers



http://www.rsat-tta.com

CONTACT

Stephen Keller  
RSAT TTA Coordinator   |    skeller@ahpnet.com

45

mailto:skeller@ahpnet.com
mailto:keller@ahpnet.com
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