Prison Rape Elimination Act     –    Public Law 108-79-Sept. 4, 2003  
Categories of acts covered by PREA 	                     (N.Miller, 2009)
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Includes all acts below

willing and non-willing

Crime or InfractionNature of Contact

Forced = Physical force→

Always a crime

Always an infraction

Coerced =Threat of harm→

Always a crime

Always an infraction

Forced = Physical force→

Always a crime

Always an infraction

Coerced =Threat of harm→Always a crime

Always an infraction

Strategic =Promise of reward→

Crime in some states

Always an infraction

Willing = Common in custody→Crime in some states

Always an infraction

Forced = Physical force→

Always a crime for staff 

Coerced =Threat of harm→

Always a crime for staff 

Strategic =Promise of reward→Always a crime for staff;

Always an infraction and 

Sometimes a crime for inmate

Willing = Common in custody→Always a crime for staff;

Always an infraction and 

Sometimes a crime for inmate

Always an infraction

Sometimes a crime

Prison Sexual 

Victimization →



Oral Genital Contact

Anal Genital Contact

Penetration: Anal, Vaginal 

Type: digital, penile or object

Unwanted contact of genitals, 

breasts; Hand jobs; 

Touching thighs, groin, buttocks; 

other areas or contacts; 

exposures, voyeurism

Any sexual contact 

reported and perceived 

as willing by all

the inmates involved

Any and all acts 

mentioned above

3.





Inmate-on-inmate 

abusive

sexual contact



Inmate-on-inmate 

consensual

sexual acts

1.





Inmate-on-inmate 

non-consensual

sexual acts



2.







Staff-on-inmate 

sexual

harassment



5.





Verbal harassment, 

gestures, including exposures

voyeurism etc.

abuse of authority



4.





Staff-on-inmate 

sexual

misconduct


