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L.A. County makes it easier for ex-inmates to get
Section 8 housing

By  ABBY SEWELL

APRIL 8, 2015, 3:30 AM

I n a close vote, Los Angeles County supervisors decided Tuesday to make it easier for

people released from jail or prison to apply for federally subsidized housing.

The county had previously rejected any applicant who was on probation or parole from receiving

rent assistance under Section 8 of the federal housing act.

But in calling for the change, Supervisors Sheila Kuehl and Mark Ridley­Thomas said that policy

only "prevents family reunification and integration back into [the] community" and makes

rehabilitation tougher.

Under the new county guidelines, an applicant's probation or parole status will not matter and he

or she generally will not be disqualified for drug offenses unless they happened within the last two

years.

Stricter standards will remain for violent offenses. Under federal guidelines, registered sex

offenders are not allowed in the program.

The county distributes the federal aid to renters in cities that lack their own housing agencies, as

well as in unincorporated areas.

In a 3­2 decision, Ridley­Thomas and Kuehl were joined by Supervisor Hilda Solis, with

Supervisors Don Knabe and Michael D. Antonovich opposing a loosening of the standards.

Kuehl noted that landlords will still be able to screen applicants and that the change in standards

does not give people with criminal backgrounds any sort of priority over others.

"It's simply about giving people who are trying to reform their lives a fair shot at living someplace,

not just on the street," she said.

The supervisors considered relaxing the standards for county­owned public housing as well, but

decided to keep those in place after drawing complaints from residents — including senior citizens

— worried about an influx of criminals.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CFVxsFVpRVaC3H86ZhASY14HwBOS948gGzMTx-f8BwI23ARABILTOlQgoAmDJ_qOKpKTEEaABlJvx6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS6AU_Qu_R8uhMRcyuA5GQKl2XXl3ln-uQ_ctcc7j8YZ2mEg-NJTRFHDOSrIKAxfO1UBKFCws2LU1exOxkcV76fB4s-Qtcns7g5OYZWSJpwrPxV6r3kyPFPi5jo2Op59ASsdk_5_pEK_tk8MXOu5TDPwXouETpXwazvp230XVMMYGZH4poBx6NrHfynov17Ornjv627oAEr5k9z1xq3BAo-Lxc1spq9bEhZj0cxXTnKy63Qzzpc91eC8ABKZIAH1OSOFqgHpr4b2AcB&num=1&sig=AOD64_3hMeRmZApMkKf0fJuHzvXDIuHyvg&client=ca-pub-5190935653373739&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43700004938919811%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58700000304545906%26ds_e_adid%3D68642653284%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttp://www.veteransunited.com/welcome-pages/va-loan-apply/%3Fsrc%3Dadwct%26adg%3Dkwtext%26desc%3Dveteranhomeloans%26st-t%3Dadwords-dsp
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BKZHeE1pRVbGFIZaghAS3q4DgBOjX3uEGAAAAEAEg6K7RFDgAWIi9j6PhAWDJ9qeKpKTEEbIBD3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBWWh0dHA6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vbG9jYWwvY291bnR5Z292ZXJubWVudC9sYS1tZS1ob3VzaW5nLWNyaW1pbmFscy0yMDE1MDQwOC1zdG9yeS5odG1swAIC4AIA6gIcLzQwMTEvdHJiLmxhdGltZXMvbmV3cy9sb2NhbPgC_9EekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5Gjc_joChtZgMZGq1Q2H-c1Z&sig=AOD64_3XDrpkw93Vg4UJwZHt9zhU0XRzqQ&client=ca-pub-9547882091270680&adurl=https://offerpop.com/ad.psp%3Fcid%3D737740%26ref%3D320%2520x%252050
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CyzYWFVpRVaC3H86ZhASY14HwBMmj6b8FofWm9qIBwI23ARACILTOlQgoAmDJ_qOKpKTEEaABj__uzAPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS5AU_Q68XlowkoS5kz6hwKlzyVmmx6_uwpL5oQ7OijbFCHg6sDShQoMvYC-_gAYO1QTrRCms2LChW8LgQYX6jCSoc8AJQkv7o0espaUoFqoeJd867z1PJHgIKzm-c1tAzkM0jj-IsN95NyIGiq4TfAzGVwDjhWxanro2XhA1QXfW0QpIYYxk_pHjVtUb8cx24IMipaSxHQDYqyJey0BAo63uEWk5u9mb5av3c5oM_Jy6vWB_ZZFrFFtgqKgAfZgJEzqAemvhvYBwE&num=2&sig=AOD64_0tiJ6KlHFNPDZrmTBNEAUPF9EpFg&client=ca-pub-5190935653373739&adurl=http://www.sectioneightapplication.com/apply/NC
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CFVxsFVpRVaC3H86ZhASY14HwBOS948gGzMTx-f8BwI23ARABILTOlQgoAmDJ_qOKpKTEEaABlJvx6QPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS6AU_Qu_R8uhMRcyuA5GQKl2XXl3ln-uQ_ctcc7j8YZ2mEg-NJTRFHDOSrIKAxfO1UBKFCws2LU1exOxkcV76fB4s-Qtcns7g5OYZWSJpwrPxV6r3kyPFPi5jo2Op59ASsdk_5_pEK_tk8MXOu5TDPwXouETpXwazvp230XVMMYGZH4poBx6NrHfynov17Ornjv627oAEr5k9z1xq3BAo-Lxc1spq9bEhZj0cxXTnKy63Qzzpc91eC8ABKZIAH1OSOFqgHpr4b2AcB&num=1&sig=AOD64_3hMeRmZApMkKf0fJuHzvXDIuHyvg&client=ca-pub-5190935653373739&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43700004938919811%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58700000304545906%26ds_e_adid%3D68642653284%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttp://www.veteransunited.com/welcome-pages/va-loan-apply/%3Fsrc%3Dadwct%26adg%3Dkwtext%26desc%3Dveteranhomeloans%26st-t%3Dadwords-dsp
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CyzYWFVpRVaC3H86ZhASY14HwBMmj6b8FofWm9qIBwI23ARACILTOlQgoAmDJ_qOKpKTEEaABj__uzAPIAQGoAwHIA8MEqgS5AU_Q68XlowkoS5kz6hwKlzyVmmx6_uwpL5oQ7OijbFCHg6sDShQoMvYC-_gAYO1QTrRCms2LChW8LgQYX6jCSoc8AJQkv7o0espaUoFqoeJd867z1PJHgIKzm-c1tAzkM0jj-IsN95NyIGiq4TfAzGVwDjhWxanro2XhA1QXfW0QpIYYxk_pHjVtUb8cx24IMipaSxHQDYqyJey0BAo63uEWk5u9mb5av3c5oM_Jy6vWB_ZZFrFFtgqKgAfZgJEzqAemvhvYBwE&num=2&sig=AOD64_0tiJ6KlHFNPDZrmTBNEAUPF9EpFg&client=ca-pub-5190935653373739&adurl=http://www.sectioneightapplication.com/apply/NC
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-abby-sewell-staff.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BDsiUE1pRVaO7NY2uhASO7YCwBfCo9-8GAAAAEAEg6K7RFDgAWMDsl4rnAWDJ9qeKpKTEEbIBD3d3dy5sYXRpbWVzLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBWWh0dHA6Ly93d3cubGF0aW1lcy5jb20vbG9jYWwvY291bnR5Z292ZXJubWVudC9sYS1tZS1ob3VzaW5nLWNyaW1pbmFscy0yMDE1MDQwOC1zdG9yeS5odG1smALAJcACAuACAOoCHC80MDExL3RyYi5sYXRpbWVzL25ld3MvbG9jYWz4Av_RHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBOAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GgBj6ZKHk_oGeuiGdHieo8F&sig=AOD64_3BI0lJ6RZEDu_CS234Z1RaqAEFSg&client=ca-pub-9547882091270680&adurl=http://www.angelescontractor.com/&nm=1


5/11/2015 L.A. County makes it easier for ex­inmates to get Section 8 housing ­ LA Times

http://www.latimes.com/local/countygovernment/la­me­housing­criminals­20150408­story.html 2/3

Renee Contreras, 54, has lived in the Nueva Maravilla public housing development in East Los

Angeles for the last seven years after spending 10 years on the waiting list. She told the supervisors

that residents and officials have worked hard to root out gangs and crime in the area and said she

is worried that allowing more ex­offenders to rent units would jeopardize that progress. Contreras

said she spoke from experience as a former addict who has been sober for 15 years.

"It didn't take me two years to get clean — it took me seven years," she said. "You don't plant

weeds in a flower garden. We have seniors. We don't need a bad seed which will grow and grow."

On the other side of the argument were people such as Larry Davis, 52, a single father who lives in

subsidized housing in North Hills and works for a Van Nuys­based nonprofit. Davis was able to

get into the Section 8 program through the city of Los Angeles despite having a criminal record

and having served time in prison. While waiting for the assistance, he and two of his daughters

lived in a shelter, he said. Once they were housed, he was able to get his third daughter out of the

foster care system and reunite the family, he said.

"If you give an individual some kind of hope or reason to stay on the right path, then that always

makes a difference, and I'm here to let you know it does," he said.

The county's criminal background standards are stricter than those imposed by the city of Los

Angeles' housing authority and stricter than required by the federal government.

Federal officials have encouraged local housing authorities to consider relaxing criminal

background screens. In a letter to housing authority directors sent in 2011, U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development officials noted that ex­offenders who are unable to find stable

housing are more likely to re­offend.

"The Department encourages you to allow ex­offenders to rejoin their families in the [housing]

programs, when appropriate," HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan wrote.

The number of applicants screened out because of criminal background issues under the current

policy is relatively small. A county housing authority spokeswoman said that in 2014, 7,574 people

were submitted for criminal background screenings in the Section 8 program and that only 120

failed to pass.

The changes may be slow to have an effect. The housing authority has a waiting list of nearly

43,000 applicants for its Section 8 program. Housing Authority director Sean Rogan said he

expects about 1,200 spots to open up this year.
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