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I.
PURPOSE:   
To provide a procedure that both Nursing and Correctional Staff can adhere to for the orderly and secure issuance of suboxone (aka buprenorphine).   
II.
POLICY:  
The Rhode Island Department of Corrections provides for the maintenance and pre-release treatment for inmates prescribed suboxone.
III.
PROCEDURES:  
1. The unit of suboxone to be dispensed will be in the form of a sublingual (under the tongue) dissolvable pill(s).   

2. The time of issuance will be 0830 after morning med line.
3. The names of inmates who are prescribed suboxone will be provided to B-Medical officer each morning by nursing staff prior to med line. B- Medical officer will ensure said inmates are called and are present in area by 8:30 a.m.

4. Escort #2 officer will report to B Medical area by 8:30 a.m. and supervise suboxone recipients Monday through Friday. Escort #1 will provide supervision on weekends and holidays. 
5. A Nurse will administer the suboxone from the medication room.  

6. Prior to the issuance of suboxone, B Medical Officer will conduct a thorough check of the inmate’s mouth.  (Inmates shall open their mouths, lift their tongues and roll each lip for the Correctional Officer to view.)  

7. B Medical Officer will require the inmate(s) to drink a small cup of water prior to suboxone being given to them.

8. The Nurse will verify each inmate by their departmental identification tag, dispense the suboxone and document in each patient’s record.  

9. The Nurse will direct the inmate to place the pill under their tongue and leave it there until it has fully dissolved.  

10. The Nurse will verify the inmate placed the pill under their tongue.

11. After the inmate(s) have received suboxone, the inmate(s) will be directed by the Escort Officer to be seated in a portable chair placed against the Dispensary wall adjacent to door 346. The inmate(s) will be monitored closely, without distraction by the Escort officer.
12. Inmates will be directed to sit with their hands in their lap.  
13. The inmate(s) are not allowed to have their hands anywhere around       their mouth once suboxone has been administered to them.    
14. The inmate(s) will remain in the designated area for the entire 15-20 minute period or longer if necessary (pill has not dissolved).   
15. Once the suboxone pill has completely dissolved, the Escort Officer will conduct a thorough check of the inmate’s mouth.  (Inmates shall open their mouths, lift their tongues and roll each lip for the Officer to view).
16. The inmate will be required to drink a small cup of water prior to being allowed to leave the designated area.  
17. Upon conclusion of the procedure, the inmate(s) will return to their assigned living area.

18. If at any time, a Correctional Officer suspects or observes an inmate putting their hands around their mouth, a mouth check will be immediately performed to determine the presence of the suboxone.  
19. A strip search of the inmate will/may be performed to ensure compliance with this procedure.

20. If contraband is discovered (medication cheeked or transferred to another area), the inmate will be issued a disciplinary action.  
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